
 

ESSEX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS THOMAS, HARRY 

 

ESSEX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

  

 
 

                                                   Office of the Superintendent 
                                                                       Essex County Public Schools  

                                                                                  P.O. Box 756 

                                                                            109 N. Cross Street 

                                                                  Tappahannock, Virginia 22560                   

                                                                                  804-443-4366 

July 28, 2020 

 

Dear Essex Schools Family: 

 

Greetings! I hope this message finds you and yours, safe and well. This notice will provide you with an update on 

our plans to begin school on August 24 in a virtual format.  

 

Student Attendance  

In spite of our aim to offer instruction and student learning in a virtual capacity, students’ daily 

attendance will continue to be taken during the first nine weeks of the 2020-21 school year. Meaningful 

Interactions is the designation used by the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) to recognize virtual 

student attendance. Meaningful Interactions entail a two-way engagement of the sort in which a 

student provides digital input, based on a staff member’s (teacher) digital engagement, relative to said 

student’s ongoing academic (virtual) progress. Daily, at all grade levels, students shall participate in 

Meaningful Interactions with school-based staff members (teacher or principal designee) to meet 

ongoing attendance requirements. The following transactions, are examples of Meaningful Interactions, 

which will be used by our schools to certify daily attendance: virtual presence for synchronous learning, 

login time, phone call, time-stamp, email or electronic submission of task.   

School-Based Plans  

Each school within the Essex County Public School system is working on reopening plans, which will 

include school-based procedures to ensure a healthy environment, and manner in which school will be 

conducted in a virtual manner. For example, on Tuesday and Thursdays, teachers will work in the 

buildings, with physical distancing, and provide direct virtual instruction in adherence to the schedule 

below:  

School Site Time 

Tappahannock Elementary  8:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

Essex Intermediate  10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Essex High  1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
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Additional details concerning students’ daily, instructional experiences are forthcoming. The schools have been 

directed to complete their health and instructional plans by August 3rd.   

 

School Opening Activities  

As promised, we intend to provide our students with computing devices and, as needed, “hotspots” for those who 

lack access to high speed internet. The dates we have selected for the distribution of the computing devices are 

August 19 and 20, from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at all school sites. There will be a drive-through, pick-up process at 

each of our schools during the same period of time, for convenience of families with multiple children.   Parents 

will have to report to the school in which their child attends to pick-up a computing device. Students will use these 

devices to participate in virtual instruction during the first, nine-week period of the school year. 

 

Cleaning and Sanitation  

As many of our families are aware, we are transitioning to a new custodial service to ensure an optimal level of 

cleanliness and sterilization, given the prevalence of the COVID disease. During the month of July and August, we 

have enlisted the Ullrich custodial firm, to service our school buildings. Starting in September, the Essex County 

Board of Supervisors will take operational control of custodial services for Essex Schools. The Board of Supervisors 

has experienced success through the direct management of custodial services for the county. Likewise, it will bring 

its winning formula to the school system to ensure heightened cleanliness and sanitation due to COVID 19. 

Additionally, this agreement increases the collaboration and efficiency of both the county and schools’ operations. 

As a result, the School Division will save approximately $135k in taxpayer funding, which can be used to support 

academic programs and services for our students. This is a great win for our community and our schools.  

 

In closing, we will work diligently to keep you abreast of developments pertaining to the opening of schools. We 

are working tirelessly to ensure that Essex students receive a world-class education. This year, our motto is 

“Excellence through Unwavering Intensity.” Simply put, the focus of our work for our students and staff will be 

unwavering in our quest to achieve excellence in all that we do.  

 

Best regards,  

 

Dr. Harry R. Thomas III 

Division Superintendent, Essex County Public Schools  

 

 


